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Message from  
Lead Pastor

GREG HOCHHALTER

Our church has a rich history which dates back to 1963. 
A small group of individuals created a place where 
adults and children could explore the truth of Scripture, 
experience the grace of Jesus, express love to others, and 
grow as disciples of Christ. We are profoundly grateful for 
those who came before us giving of their time, talents, 
and resources. Now we do for others what the previous 
generations did for us.

While much has changed since 1963, our mission and 
vision hasn’t. We’re committed to playing a leading role 
in seeing every person in the Edmonton region collide 
with God’s Kingdom. We’re a Hospitable church where it’s 
possible to belong before you believe.  We’re serious about 
being a Transformational church which produces disciples 
who love and live like Jesus.  And we’re passionate about 
being a Missional church, known for advancing God’s 
Kingdom dream locally and globally.

The following pages are designed to help you understand 
more about what happens in and around our church 
community. I hope that as you look through, you’ll be 
struck by God’s faithfulness in the recent and distant past. 
Further, I pray that this content might help you find places 
of connection and perhaps even personal ministry.

Whether you’ve just begun to journey with us, or you’ve 
been part of this church family for decades – you’re 
welcome, you belong, and you matter. 

It’s my pleasure to do life and ministry with you!

Message from 
Board of Elders

KEN MARSHMAN

One of the greatest joys in our life these days is watching 
our daughter grow and develop into a beautiful young 
lady, and in the last month we have become the proud 
parents of our own teenager. Her world continues to 
expand, and as more people come into her life, their 
voices also shape and influence her.

We sometimes hear that our culture is in moral decline, 
and that its getting harder to control the influences and 
the voices that reach our children. That may be true in 
some cases, but in recent years we have experienced 
something different.  

Through our community, we’ve encountered many 
positive, consistent voices from teachers, coaches, youth 
leaders, and pastors who speak truth and help to disciple. 

Our experience is just one of many different expressions 
of God’s Kingdom in our community. We are continually 
grateful to be part of what God is doing here and 
encouraged by people who give their time and energy to 
discipling others and building God’s Kingdom.

As an Elder Board, we have been prayerfully considering 
what it continues to mean for us as a church and schools 
to be a difference maker in our region, and beyond. We 
encourage you to continue joining us in prayer.  

It is our desire to walk in unity with each other and with 
the partners we have, to see God’s Kingdom advance. We 
value our history and God’s continued faithfulness as we 
look to the future and our continuation as a Hospitable, 
Transformational, and Missional church.
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It is our deep conviction 
that kids are an essential 
part of the church body. 

“

”

During weekend services, age appropriate spaces are 
available for birth-Grade 6. We create an environment 
where kids can encounter Jesus through the power of the 
Holy Spirit, learn their important place in God’s big story, 
and engage their communities missionally.  

Through partnering with parents and equipping 
volunteers, we lead kids in their love for Jesus.

Each volunteer has been screened and has reviewed 
policies and emergency procedures. Our check in/check 
out system provides parent/guardian identification and 
allows us to contact you during programs.

Serving in our Kids’ Ministries is a key way for you to 
experience the presence of Jesus through creating 
deep connections with kids and other leaders, learning 
alongside our children, and growing in your discipleship 
journey. We challenge you to investigate the amazing 
kingdom work you could be a part of by serving our kids 
and families.  

Kids’Ministries
Birth to Grade 6 
spac.ca/kids

KIDS’ MINISTRIES EXIST  
TO ENGAGE EVERY CHILD  
IN THE EDMONTON REGION 
WITH THE GOSPEL
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BuddyBreak

Our mid-week programming is held on Tuesday 
and Wednesday mornings. Babies are nurtured and 
preschoolers play, make crafts, and grow in their 
relationship with Jesus while caregivers attend DayBreak 
or School of Discipleship. 

Child Dedication

There is no manual for raising kids, but God has given 
us something far better – the Holy Spirit and supportive  
community. Child Dedication is a way to acknowledge our 
dependence on the leadership and guidance of the Holy 
Spirit as we do our best to demonstrate to our children 
our deep commitment to life with Jesus. It’s a reminder 
that kids and parents need church community to journey 
with them. Children are an incredible gift from God. Life 
with them reminds us that God is in control and draws us 
to Him with thankfulness, humility and awe. 

Nursery

Our nursery is a comfortable, safe place for children from 
birth to 23 months. A team of nursery staff gives loving 
care as they rock, sing to, pray for, and play with these 
children.

Preschool

Our preschool rooms are a nurturing environment for 
2-year-olds to Pre-K to learn and play. In our preschool 
programs, children grow in their knowledge of God 
through creative crafts, interactive story time, and  
free play as they connect with other children. 

Kindergarten and Grade 1/2/3

Kids can engage in crafts and games, participate in an 
interactive bible stories, and sing in fun-filled worship. 
Small group time provides kids with the opportunity to 
unpack the stories, understand their place in God’s big 
story, and build community with their friends. Kids grow 
in their understanding of their important place in God’s 
big story and their call to be on mission with Jesus.

Grade 4/5/6

Each week in Grade 4/5/6, upper elementary kids build 
community in an active environment with games, crafts, 
and sports activities. Through engaging in an interactive 
large group lesson and small group discussion, kids 
are challenged in their faith, and are encouraged to ask 
questions as they grow in their relationship with Jesus. 

Grade 4/5/6 Fun Night 
Four Friday nights a year, Fun Nights are activity-packed 
evenings for upper elementary students to hang out, 
bring friends, and have a blast! With gospel-centered 
games, and a fun teach-time, kids are sure to be asking 
when the next Fun Night is. 

SonBurst Treehouse Preschool

The SonBurst TreeHouse Preschool is a fun place where 
3 and 4-year olds get their first experience of going to 
school and learn that school is a great place to be! Our 
goal is to provide a quality, purposeful preschool program 
in a safe, welcoming environment.

More Info
spac.ca/kids
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I honestly believe  
these kids are gonna  

change the world. 

“

”

YouthMinistries
Jr. High Gr. 7-8 | Sr. High Gr. 9-12 
Young Adults  spac.ca/youth

OUR VISION IS THAT EVERY 
TEENAGER IN THE CAPITAL 
REGION WOULD COLLIDE WITH 
GOD’S KINGDOM 

We invite teenagers to participate in authentic 
community, introduce and invite them to follow Jesus, 
provide environments and opportunities to discover and 
use their gifts for service, and develop them into leaders 
of the church.  

We equip, support, and release leaders

The backbone of our ministry is relationships. We as staff 
cannot reach every youth, it’s not possible. But through 
small groups, each youth who enters our ministry has two 
trusted adults who not only know their name, but get to 
know their story and do life with them. Our ministry is 
made up of passionate leaders who are invested in the 
discipleship journey of teenagers. 

Our weekly programming runs September-June 
(following the school calendar)
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Jr. High Ministries

Every Wednesday, we engage in a fun activity, worship, 
biblical teaching, and time for small group.

We value community, so every Grade 7-8 youth who walks 
through our doors automatically gets placed in a small 
group with other youth from their grade and gender. 
We design these groups to stay the same throughout 
each teenager’s time in our ministry - to allow strong 
community, relationship, and trust to form. We welcome 
Grade 6’s in January to engage in our programming. 

We have had the privilege of journeying  
with students and their families as they  

become engaged in the greater church body.  
It’s exciting to see the larger impact of our 

weekly youth programming.

Sr. High Ministries 

Every Tuesday, youth gather and engage in seven 
different assigned homes in our local community.

A portion of the night is dedicated to fun and engaging 
activities, or a calm atmosphere for youth to visit and 
catch up – whatever the group needs. Each house has 
a group of dedicated leaders who guide their youth 
through the same provided curriculum, then engage in 
group discussion and provide a safe place for youth to ask 
questions and wrestle with their faith. 

We gather together at the church five times a year, for 
what we call Recalibrate. We worship together, testify 
of what God is doing in our lives, and launch our new 
teaching series.

Sr. High Serve

Senior High Serve is designed to equip, support, and 
encourage Grade 9-12’s who are interested in serving 
within our Jr. High programming on a Wednesday night. 
Youth can serve on our program team who helps set 
up, take down, and facilitate games and programming. 
They can also serve on the worship team and spend time 
rehearsing and improving their skills and talents.

Young Adults

We desire that Young Adults get plugged into community 
with one another, but also with other generations. Young 
Adults are a gifted part of the body and the Church. 
We’re here to support you, get you engaged in either a 
small group or in a serving role, and provide resources as 
you need them.

Our Gatherings 
The Saturday night service is a Hub where we gather 
with our broader church community to worship and 
dig into the Word. We invite 18-21 year old’s to our 
monthly “Gap Year” gatherings where we will discuss 
what it means for you, as a young adult, to be an active 
participant in the greater church body.

More Info
spac.ca/youth
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At the Cancer Seminar I 
found a place where people 

spoke my language and gave 
me hope and support.

“

”

AdultMinistries
spac.ca/adults

LIFE’S BETTER TOGETHER—
FULLY KNOWN, FULLY LOVED, 
FULLY ENGAGED

Growth

Growing and becoming more like Jesus is the norm for 
a disciple and this happens in community. When we 
engage in smaller groups, we can be fully known and 
loved, pursue God in His Word and in prayer. Throughout 
the year we also gather as seniors, women, and men to 
celebrate and support each other. We allow His grace to 
transform us and His heart to send us into a world that 
desperately needs His love. 

School of Discipleship   
School of Discipleship is about learning with others, 
what it means to be a follower of Jesus in the nitty-gritty 
of our real lives. Through classes and seminars we look 
at questions like Why the Bible? Can I hear God’s voice? 
What does it mean to have my identity in Christ? How can 
I overcome fear and find wholeness? How do we extend 
the radical grace and acceptance of Jesus to everyone? 
What is my unique calling? 
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Community Groups  
Small group environments are where we can find 
community, belong, and be accepted. Within this safe 
environment, we find the support we need to explore 
faith and grow as disciples of Jesus.

Marriage  
Whether you’re married or thinking about it, we’re 
here for you. We’ll walk with you through pre-marital 
counselling and your wedding day. As further support 
we offer seminars, small groups and mentorship which 
helps build strong, healthy, God-honoring marriages. 

Solemn Assembly impacted me so deeply that 
10 months later I’m still referring to my book 

and the things God taught me.

Prayer

Prayer is the life line of our relationship with God. It’s the 
way God communicates with us and we with Him.  It’s 
the way we align ourselves with His heart and participate 
in His mission no matter what age or stage of life we’re 
in. Praying with and for each other is a powerful ministry 
and gift. Some of our prayer initiatives are:

Solemn Assembly   
A week in January set aside for prayer.  A time at the 
beginning of the year to set our affection and attention 
on Jesus.

More Info
spac.ca/adults

Prayer in Smaller Environments 
Our goal is that every person would be engaged 
with others, in smaller group environments, where 
supporting each other in prayer is normal. 

Individual Prayer Needs 
We have prayer teams that pray for specific requests 
that individuals have submitted. There are other 
prayer teams and groups that meet in various settings 
and homes. Prayer teams are also available after our 
weekend services.

I don’t how we would have made it through our 
first placement of a foster child without  

the practical help and support of the Foster  
and Adoptive Family Support Group.

Care & Support

Care and Support extends the compassionate, healing 
ministry of Jesus—walking with people in seasons 
of crisis, pain or brokenness.  We long to be a church 
equipped and ready to love and care for those in need.  
Some of the areas God has called us to are: visitation 
teams, senior’s home visits, funerals and grief support, 
cancer support, foster/adoptive family support, widow 
ministry, as well as other various support groups.
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Biblically and culturally 
relevant worship that helps  

us pursue God and His mission 
in our lives. 

“

”

WeekendMinistries
spac.ca/weekends

WHEN GOD IS PRESENT,  
LIVES ARE CHANGED

In Weekend Ministries, we help facilitate an environment 
where people can experience God in Biblically and 
culturally relevant forms of worship. We use music, 
art, film, spoken word, silence, technology, and other 
mediums to engage our hearts in worship. Services are 
streamed live online and past messages are archived for 
later viewing.

You help make the Word of God come alive.

Plan to stay in our space for extended worship and prayer 
every second Saturday of the month following the service 
for ‘Worship Night’.

Service Times

Saturdays, 7 pm | Sundays, 9 & 10:45 am 

More Info
spac.ca/weekends
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Year at a Glance

SEPTEMBER OCTOBER NOVEMBER

66 
Lessons Prepared 

School of Discipleship 
Year One

115 
Packs Distributed 

We Care  
Backpacks

The Role of Men and 
Women in Leadership

64 
Attendees

575Monthly We Care Lunches 
100+Volunteers for Mascot’s Race for Hope 
45Mascots and Their Handlers  366Songs 
Sung at Weekend Services  153Services

37Baptisms  40New Members  34Attendees 
at Living with Cancer  1000+Meals Prepared 
for Senior’s Suppers  54Volunteers Making 

We Care Lunches

DECEMBER JANUARY FEBRUARY

Christmas

2,975 
Total Attendees

7  
Services

130 
Attendees/night 

Solemn 
Assembly

Alliance History 
and Thought

22 
Students
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Year at a Glance

MARCH APRIL MAY

360+ 
Race Registrants 

Mascot’s Race 
for Hope

48 
Lives Impacted 

Marriage 
Seminar

Renew Open House

5 
Live Bands

Holy Spirit Encounter

145  
Attendees

JUNE JULY AUGUST

Treehouse 
Preschool 

Graduation

42 
Children

110 
Children Participated 

Kids’ Day Camps

540Chicken Nuggets Eaten by Jr.High Youth 
920Pizza Slices Eaten by Youth Volunteers 

7290Youth Volunteer Hours  67Youth 
Volunteers  1380WEM Event Tickets Sold

Saddle Lake Detour 
(Mission Trip)

50 
Children Participated

38 
Volunteers
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We’re committed to using our 
resources of time, energy and 

finances for the benefit of 
people in our region and  

around the world.

“

”

Justice & Compassion 
Ministries
spac.ca/serving

REACHING OUT TO THE SPIRITUAL, 
PHYSICAL AND EMOTIONAL NEEDS 
OF THE WHOLE PERSON

Our Justice and Compassion Ministries exist to connect 
people within our church to God’s heart for the world 
and His people. We desire to reach people with the Good 
News of the Gospel, and see their lives transform with the 
truth that it brings. We want people to live out the Great 
Commission (Matthew 28:19) with every part of their life. 

Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and  

of the Son and of the Holy Spirit...  
(Matthew 28:19 NIV)

Community Engagement

Being involved and engaged locally is a strongly 
held desire at our church. We look for pathways and 
partnerships that fill and serve tangible needs in the lives 
of those living in proximity to us. We work with a variety 
of organizations in the Edmonton area, as well as with 
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Strathcona County. These partnerships make it possible 
for people from our congregation to get involved in some 
unique serving opportunities.

Missions

We want to see people living out the Great Commission 
in their approach to all aspects of life, but this part of our 
ministry is meant to take people deeper into what that 
means and lead them through next steps of being out “on 
the field” for the Gospel. 

This ministry area also has an emphasis on sustainable 
aid and missions work (coming from the model of ‘Helping 
without Hurting’) and we wish to educate people of the 
importance of doing ministry and service that is not 
“hand out” based but instead, “hand up” based.

As a church, we have intentionally built partnerships 
with individuals working in the field who we refer to as 
our Global Partners. We seek out partnerships that honor 
and support our emphasis on providing the Gospel to 
those who have not heard it and that provide a wholistic 
approach when it comes to their missions work.

Detours (Short Term Trips) 
At Sherwood Park Alliance, we believe that God is doing 
amazing things all around us. If we’re willing to look up, 
we just might catch a glimpse of it. From there the choice 
is clear. Are we willing to step out of our ordinary and take 
a Detour?  

We believe in joining what God is doing in  
our community and around the world. 

We believe there is significant value in taking Detours – 
stepping into experiences that challenge and grow us 

while at the same time helping advance God’s Kingdom 
purposes in the world.    

New Ventures

We value innovation at Sherwood Park Alliance and are 
continuing to lean into that when it comes to exploring 
new and future partnerships and endeavors locally and 
globally. We as a ministry want to continue seeking out 
creative pathways to disciple people and connect them 
with God’s mission around the globe.

The world is changing so fast, and in order 
for the church to continue to be given the 

opportunity to serve those around us, we need 
to continually reinvent the way in which we 

interact with those who have yet to encounter 
Jesus and God’s heart for the world. 

We are constantly exploring new ways in which to use 
our church’s resources and people’s giftings to meet 
people where they are and reach into the lives of those 
who need it most. 

We love partnering with those in our church who are 
passionate about the dreams that God is giving them 
and discovering creative ways in which to make these 
dreams a reality. This has led us to creatively explore 
ministries and events that might seem very unusual for 
the church to be a part of, but has enabled us to see God 
work in some incredible ways. 

More Info
spac.ca/serving



 27Sherwood Park Alliance Church  |   spac.ca  |  780.467.8404

...whatever is true, noble, 
right, pure, lovely, admirable 
... if anything is excellent or 
praiseworthy, think about 

such things. 
Philippians 4:8

“

”

Strathcona  
Christian Academy
spac.ca/sca

ALL TEACHERS ARE COMMITTED 
CHRISTIANS WHO SUPPORT ITS 
MISSION AND PHILOSOPHY

Strathcona Christian Academy is a ministry of Sherwood 
Park Alliance Church as an Alternative Program of Elk 
Island Public Schools for Kindergarten through Grade 12 
students on two campuses.  

The Elementary and Secondary Schools follow the 
provincial curriculum, interpreted from an Evangelical 
Christian Philosophy and accept students who support 
its educational philosophy.  These two schools function 
as one Christian Program as directed by the SCA Society 
Board.  

To challenge students through Christ-centered 
education, to know Jesus Christ as Savior  
and Lord in order to pursue a life of godly 

character, personal and academic  
excellence and service to others. 

More Info
spac.ca/sca
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It’s the people that make  
the difference.

“

”

FacilityMinistries
spac.ca/facilities

TOGETHER WE PROVIDE 
AN ATMOSPHERE WHERE 
TANGIBLE HOSPITALITY IS 
SHARED WITH ALL THAT COME 
TO OUR CAMPUSES

The broad scope of Facility Ministries can be narrowed 
down to a few key areas – preparing a well-cared for and 
safe space; providing food services; coordinating room 
bookings – all with the purpose of enhancing the ministry 
of Sherwood Park Alliance Church… inspiring people to 
serve, live in community, and experience Jesus.

You welcomed us into the church… 
and proved to all of us that the supports  
in place are truly accessible, ready, and  

willing to lift our families up.

We are so grateful for the small army of dedicated staff 
and volunteers that give their time and expertise to 
complete the many practical tasks that allow for the 
comfortable, safe and beautiful space we’ve come to 
expect and enjoy.
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Our newly renovated space is an inviting environment 
that creates a sense of warmth and welcome. From the 
day to day routines of maintenance and cleaning, to the 
event-oriented responsibilities of bookings and food 
services, the opportunities to demonstrate Christ’s love in 
a tangible, hospitable way are truly endless. 

We are a body of Christians who follow the 
teachings and example of Jesus Christ, the Son 
of God. Our faith is in Him. We believe that the 
Bible is the living and true Word of God. It is an 
account of God’s faithfulness and love for all of 
us, and the guide for the way we live our lives.

Preparing Our Space

Preparing a well-cared for, safe space is where much 
of the behind the scenes work takes place on our two 
campuses. The team of maintenance technicians, 
cleaning contractors and other professional vendors 
and suppliers respond to urgent needs like water 
leaks, heating issues and snow removal as well as the 
systematic needs of monitoring and maintaining fire 
safety equipment, light bulbs and ceiling tiles, and 
handling minor repairs. 

Food Services

Providing food services plays an important role in our 
overall ministry, with Legato Coffee & Espresso serving 
during weekend services, Helping Hands preparing 
meals at cooking bees for individuals in need, and 
the Culinary Arts Team supporting events by bringing 
together those individuals with a passion for food.

Room Bookings

Coordinating room bookings and providing event 
support is complex. As the ministry needs of the church 
and school are met, it has also been our privilege 
to extend hospitality to our community through 
opportunities like graduation ceremonies, music recitals, 
non-profit events, memorial services, and even opening 
our doors in times of emergency.

More Info
spac.ca/facilities
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But who am I, and who are my 
people, that we should be able 
to give as generously as this? 
Everything comes from you, 
and we have given you only 

what comes from your hand.
1 Chronicles 29:14 (NIV)

“

”

Stewardship
spac.ca/giving

WE’RE COMMITTED TO USING 
THE RESOURCES GOD HAS 
PROVIDED US TO FURTHER 
HIS KINGDOM

By generously giving to Sherwood Park Alliance, you 
are partnering with us... to be a Hospitable church 
where it’s possible to belong before you believe... to be 
a Transformational church which produces disciples 
who love and live like Jesus... and a Missional church, 
advancing God’s Kingdom dream locally and globally.

Where Do My Donations Go?

Ministry Fund 
The day-to-day operations of Sherwood Park Alliance 
Church are supported through the Ministry Fund, 
practically enabling ministries to make disciples of all 
ages and tell the story of Jesus in creative ways, providing 
salary support to our staff, and caring for the operating 
costs of our church campus.

Compassion Fund 
We are a community where help, hope, and healing can 
be practically extended to those in need. Our Compassion 
Fund is designed to provide a financial base for helping 
people in difficult situations.
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Capital Fund 
We’re always looking for new ways to serve people using 
our facilities and equipment. The purchase of new or 
replacement equipment is met by the Capital Fund, based 
on need and priority.

Missions Fund 
This fund focuses on mission projects undertaken by 
the church in support of domestic and foreign missions. 
A significant part of this fund is the Global Advance 
Fund (GAF) which is forwarded to the denomination 
to fund Canadian C&MA international workers, our 
denominational head office and theological schools.

How Can I Donate?

Online Giving 
Weekend Service Offering 
Debit/Credit Cards 
Pre-Authorized Payment 
Online Banking 
Donate Securities and Mutual Funds 
Bequests (a donation made through your will)

More Info
spac.ca/giving

It is so evident to us  
that the Spirit is present  

at Sherwood Park Alliance. 
We encounter God when  

we come to church.

“

”
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